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THE VINE
From the Principal
On the evening of Tuesday June 5th I caught an episode of the SBS 
show Insights titled Screens in School. The program focused upon the role of 
technology in the classroom. Not surprisingly the audience was somewhat 
polarised in relation to the topic, with some espousing that students at their 
school were using technology nearly all day, while others took the view that 
technology had little value and it would be better if schools returned to more 
traditional approaches to learning.

Technology continues to advance and will play an ever-increasing role in 
society. While as a school we have a responsibility to prepare your children for 
life in such a society, we also need to retain a balance and ensure that other 
necessary attributes such as interpersonal skills are not sacrificed in the 
process. Following are a few points to ponder as we wrestle in finding that 
balance:

• Technology is a good gift from God. Like all good gifts it is subject to 
corruption and misuse due to the fallen world we live in. As a Christian 
School we should seek to use technology in good and God honouring 
ways.

• Technology is just one of many tools that assist in the learning process.
• Teachers need to be equipped to make the best use of technology.
• Children need to be supervised, at school and home, in their use of 

technology.
• Boundaries need to be established to guide students in responsible 

usage.
• Healthy Interpersonal relationships are vital to effective learning.
• Students need to grow to be discerning in their use of information 

gained through the use of technology.
• A healthy partnership between home and school is vital in keeping 

children safe online.

The issue of phones at school was a 
cause of much contention on the 
program especially in relation to the 
potential for cyber-bullying. ICS has 
the policy that mobile phones are not 
to be brought to school by students. 

ICS will use technology wisely, as well 
as various other learning tools and 
strategies, in empowering your 
children for life.

Peter Jamieson
Principal (Acting)

Key Dates

Refugee Week 
Mufti & Bring-a-Can  
Friday June 22 

Term 2 
End Date Friday July 6 

Term 3 
Start Date Tuesday July 24 
End Date Friday Sept 28 

Term 4 
Start Date Monday Oct 15 
End Date Friday Dec 7
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In the classroom 
Gardening club is back up and running. School volunteer, Miss Merle 
Hounsell, has been working with children helping them develop a ‘green 
thumb”. In the accompanying photo Miss Hounsell instructs a number of 
student helpers in the finer art of pruning bottlebrush around the carpark. 
Also, a number of self-seeded vegetables have emerged in the pots containing 
the soil from last year.

Kindergarten has been enjoying the classic Dr Seuss favourite, Fox in Sox with 
Mrs Fitzpatrick. It is good to see the library being well used by students. Our 
collection is growing with additional books in Mandarin and English. We look 
forward to celebrating book week in August.

Chess Club 
Genevieve (Year 1) and Joshua (K) are regulars at Monday chess club. It is 
encouraging to see such young children so keen on a game that has been 
around for over 1400 years. Chess is more than simply a Board game. It has 
been shown to improve brain function in relation to strategic thinking, 
problem solving, improved memory, and concentration span.

The Sydney Chess Academy provide a Tutor on Monday lunchtimes to instruct 
students in the rules and strategy of the game. Unfortunately, our present 
numbers are insufficient for chess to continue in Term 3. Unless another three 
students join Chess club it will not run past the end of this term. If you child is 
interested in joining chess club the attached flyer contains all the necessary 
information including the termly cost.

Excursion 
On Wednesday, the students, staff and parents enjoyed a wonderful excursion 
adventure. Students arrived in the morning excited about the bus trip and day 
out at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney. 

After morning tea in which students were surrounded by marauding ‘bin-
chickens’ (ibis) the school broke into two groups. K-2 hunted for minibeasts 
among the foliage and soil in the gardens. They found worms, slugs and curly 
grubs, but the highlight was the huge Powerful Owl perched high in a tree 
recovering from his night-time possum snack. 

Year 3 enjoyed a historic walk around The Rocks area of Sydney and learnt 
among other things about the famous Aborigine, Bennelong, early colonial life 
and the significance of Circular Quay to the early settlement. Students were 
joined by parents for a lunchtime picnic before a visit to the Calyx indoor/
outdoor plant. Students were fine ambassadors of the school on the day. 
Uniforms were worn with pride, and students were polite, cooperative and 
attentive at all times. 
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Community member of the fortnight 
This issue’s community member is Chloe from Year 2. Chloe exemplifies all that 
we would expect of a student of ICS. She applies herself extremely well to her 
classwork and as a result is achieving very well. She is friendly and caring and 
enjoys positive relationships with her peers. She sets a fine example for all to 
follow.

Chinese Character of the Week 

Jesus 
yē     sū 

耶�  
Merit Certificate Recipients 

The following are the merit certificate recipients for this week:
Enoch (K): Excellent subtraction skills
Anthony (K):Improvement in listening skills
Ha Yun (Year 1): Always getting 100% in her Chinese dictation
Euna (Year 1): Presenting her show and tell with improved confidence and clarity
Tristan (Year 3): Outstanding effort on the Home Explorer’s Science project

Refugee Week
Refugee Week commences Monday June 18th and provides our community 
opportunity to focus on the challenges faced by those who flee their country for 
political, religious, or other reasons of persecution and seek asylum in safer 
countries such as Australia.
 
In celebrating, Refugee Week students will be permitted to come to school in 
mufti (casual) clothes next Friday June 22nd. For the privilege students are asked 
to bring along an item/items of non-perishable food which will be passed on to 
the Refugee Resource Centre for distribution.

Uniform 
There has been a great improvement in how students have been wearing their 
school uniform over the last couple of weeks. There are just a few items that still 
could do with slight improvement:
• Blazers and formal school hats are to be worn to assembly each morning.
• Nail polish and jewellery of any sort is not permitted.
• Long hair is to be tied back off the face. All hair ribbons etc are to be in 

school colours; dark blue, red or white only.
Luke and Zoe (left) are fine examples of students who have consistently worn 
uniform well. We thank parents for their support in ensuring the uniform is worn 
well by their children.

Upcoming school holidays 
Only three weeks remain in Term 2 with the last day Friday July 6th. Students will 
return on Tuesday July 24th, with the Monday being designated as a staff 
professional development day.

As previously advertised, formal Semester One reports will be distributed in the 
first week of Term 3, with parent/teacher interviews scheduled for the following 
week.
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